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A NEW EDITION OF THE APOLOGISTS 

Investigators in the New Testament field who employ the historical 
method are aware that they may not limit their study to the literature 
included in the New Testament canon. The proper date for the New 
Testament period is in the neighborhood of 180 a.d. All the Christian 
productions of the pre-Irenaean epoch must be considered by anyone 
who would adequately appreciate the New Testament. But it is just 
this primitive patristic field which has been so little tilled. Until 
recently it was difficult to find critical texts covering the apostolic 
Fathers, the Antilegomena, the early apologists. Our lexicons paid 
scant attention to them. Our concordances offered even less informa- 
tion. In English translations one might discover Justin and Irenaeus 
sandwiched between the apostolic Fathers and then in the ninth volume 
come upon the Gospel of Peter, the Diatessaron, Aristides, Origen! 

Fortunately this condition of chaos no longer exists. At present the 
student of the New Testament period has at his disposal critical texts 
of the New Testament, the apostolic Fathers, the Antilegomena, and the 
primitive apologists. To Professor Goodspeed belongs the honor of 
having published an exact concordance of both the apostolic Fathers 
and the primitive apologists. His Index Patristicus and his Index 
Apologeticus have materially lightened the labors of New Testament 
scholars and church historians. And he has now completed the series of 
critical texts of the pre-Irenaean period by publishing Die altesten 
Apologeten. 1 

The apologists included are Quadratus, Aristides, Justin, Tatian, 
Melito, Athenagoras. The author's desire was to publish a text suited 
to the needs of the average student. He therefore precedes each apology 
with a brief historical introduction and a statement of the principal 
textual facts. The apparatus is sufficiently brief to prevent aimless 
meandering, sufficiently complete to direct attention to important 
variations. Citations and reminiscences of biblical and classical litera- 
ture are indicated by underscoring and their sources noted in the foot- 
notes. The text is based on the best critical editions of the various 
apologists, such as those of Otto, Geffcken, Kriiger, Schwartz. The 
author's own extensive work in textual criticism entitles him to inde- 
pendent conclusions. Moreover he was at great pains to secure photo- 
graphs of important manuscripts. Often he prefers to abide by the text 
of the manuscripts rather than to accept the brilliant conjectures of his 

1 Die Sltesten Apologeten, Texte mil kurzen Einleitungen. By Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck u. Ruprecht, 1915. xi+380 pages. M. 4.80. 
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predecessors. Thus we have a calm' and careful review of the decisions 
of others. In both Tatian and Athenagoras, in harmony with the 
method of the Index Apologeticus, he adopts a division of paragraphs 
into sections of a hundred words. The text is of such size and clearness 
as to make its perusal a delight, and not least serviceable are the refer- 
ence lists to names and citations. 

What one misses in this student's manual is an explanation of the 
abbreviations and the notation of both the text and the apparatus. An 
English translation of the brief German introductions to the various 
apologies should also have been added. In this day of continuously 
decreasing interest in linguistic study, when it is all the more essential 
that the results of the latest textual reconstruction should be made 
available to students who refuse to acquire or employ the Greek, one 
task remains for Professor Goodspeed — a new English translation of the 
apologists based on the corrected text. Many of us are hoping that it 
may soon appear. The new rendering should prove all the more service- 
able, if the Greek text accompanied it. 

C. H. MOEHLMANN 

Rochester Theological Seminary 
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Professor Stalker's latest volume 1 is a modest attempt to show in 
one particular area how the preacher may make larger use of the material 
with which the college furnishes him. The lectures which constitute the 
basis of this book were delivered in the United States, at the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary (of Richmond, Virginia) and Auburn Seminary. Pro- 
fessor Stalker has read widely in the field of psychology, and makes large 
use of recent more popular discussions of the subject. In the use of the 
term "Christian psychology" he intends to limit the area of his discus- 
sion and to distinguish it from biblical psychology and from recent 
so-called psychology of religion, which restricts itself so largely to the 
phenomena of conversion. Dr. Stalker's style is clear and straight- 
forward, and there can be no doubt that the book will make a contribu- 
tion to the psychological knowledge of many ministers. At the same 
time, the discriminating reader will be likely to feel that the system of 
theology to whose illumination this body of psychology is brought is by 
its very assumptions detached and unrelatable thereto. In other words, 

1 Christian Psychology. By James Stalker. New York and London: Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1914. 281 pages. $1 . 25 net. 



